Findings
Fifty-eight clinicians out of 120 responded to the survey (48%). Only 25 (43%) clinicians reported knowledge of lung ultrasonography. Of these, 15 (26%) perform lung ultrasound and the remaining 10 (17%) do not, reportedly from lack of training. Of those performing lung ultrasound, only five (33% of subgroup) had completed postgraduate ultrasonography training.
Most clinicians were aware that lung ultrasound can identify a pleural effusion (98%) and pneumothorax (84%), but fewer reported its ability to detect consolida tion (60%), atelectasis (33%), and pulmonary edema (30%). Sixteen (28%) indicated that ultrasound equipment was not always available when required.
We conclude that under-utilization of lung ultrasound at this institution may be attributed to a combination of a lack of awareness, training, and equipment. In its finding of a paucity of formal training in ultrasonography among clinicians, this study concurs with a recent study by Lambert and colleagues [5] . Hospitals and training institutions need to provide greater availability of ultrasound equipment and training to facilitate greater adoption of lung ultrasound.
